
Potential papers 

identified from 

databases 

N=70

Papers addressing 

museum /

city interaction

1993 – 2021

N=31

Urbanism and 

architecture 

N=8

Historical/

Contemporary 

N=7

 Economy

N=7

Contemporary

N=1

Sociology

N=8 

Historical /

Contemporary 

N=3

Museology

N=8 

Contemporary 

N=4

Contemporary 

N=4

Historical /

Contemporary 

N=1

Historical /

Contemporary 

N=2

Contemporary 

N=4

Urban - architectural 
elements of interaction 
between the museum and 
the city

Table II Elements within each interaction between a museum and a city

Urban policy

Urban-economic development 

strategies 
 Size Global / Local Impact Return on investment 

Included/Not included Size of the city Global impact of the museum Museum earnings per year

Part of the culture-led policy Size of the project Local impact of the museum Retail per m2

Part of cultural investments City population
Impact of the city on the 

museum
Employment

Ownership

Number of visitors

City branding Part of cultural investments 

City branding Number of visitors
Ownership

Number of visitors

Location

Location in the city Spatial relation Water / Greenery 

Historic centre
Surroundings similar/

different usage of space
(Non) Existing 

City centre
Impact of the city on the 

museum and vice versa
 Size

Urban peripheral area
Connected / Not connected with 

the surrounding city area 

Usage

Public or private

Architectural form

Museum cluster Freestanding building Impact

Position in the city Position in the city

Impact on the surroundings or if 

the surroundings had an impact 

on the building

Surroundings similar/different 

usage of space 

‘Iconic’ architecture 

Landmark

Connected / Not connected with 

the surrounding city area 
Architectural layout

Spatial and visual relations be-

tween buildings

Adjusted to the pre-existing ur-

ban fabric/or not

Social space

Placement Form Additional content Impact

Adjacent to the building Square

Museum shop, coffee shop, 

spaces for education, multipur-

pose hall, theatre, library etc.

Impact on the surroundings 

Inside the building Linear / Path

Non-existing social space Part of the communication area

Connected with the surrounding 

city area / Not connected
Courtyard

Accessibility Dispersed over several areas

Table III Interaction and scale

                               Scale 

Interaction
State/City City district Building Interior

Urban policy

Urban-economic 

development strategies

Urban-economic 

development strategies

Urban-economic 

development strategies
Global or local impact

Size Size Global or local impact

Return on investment Global or local impact

Global or local impact Return on investment 

Return on investment 

Location Location in the city

Location in the city Location in the city Spatial relations

Spatial relations Spatial relations

Water / Greenery

Water / Greenery Water / Greenery

Architectural form 

Museum cluster Museum cluster Museum cluster Museum cluster

Freestanding building Freestanding building Freestanding building Freestanding building 

Impact Impact Impact Impact

Social space

Placement Placement Placement Placement

Impact

Additional content Form Form

Impact

Additional content Additional content

Impact Impact 

Table I Selected studies systemised in subject groups and museum - city interaction

Literature unit
Field of 
interest

City / 
Museum 

Historical / 
Contemporary 

Museum

Period of 
interest 

Interaction

Urbanism and architecture

Griffiths,1993 Urbanism Glasgow, London H + C 1857 - 1992 Urban policy

Van Aalst and Boogaarts, 
2002

Urbanism / 
Architecture

Amsterdam / Museumplein
Berlin / Museuminsel

H + C 1970 - 2000
Urban policy / Location / 

Architectural form

De Frantz, 2005
Urbanism / 
Architecture

Vienna Museumsquartier H + C 1970 - 2004

Urban policy / 

Location /

Architectural form

Giebelhausen, 2006
Urbanism / 
Architecture

Berlin, Bilbao, Groninger, Hamburg, 
London,Luxembourg, Madrid, 
Munich, Paris, Rome, Vienna 

H + C
Antiquity – 

2004
Urban policy / 

Architectural form

Tali and Pierantoni, 2011
Urbanism / 
Architecture

Budapest / LUMU
Tallinn / KUMU 
Zagreb / MSU

C 1930 - 2009

Urban policy / Location 

/ Architectural form /

Social space

Paül I Agustí, 2014
Urbanism / 
Architecture

Barcelona, Paris, Turin H + C 2000 - 2013
Urban policy / Location / 

Architectural form

Ozorhon and Ozorhon, 
2015

Urbanism / 
Architecture / 

Economy 

Istanbul / Topkapi Palace 
Museum, Museum of Modern Art, 

Naval Museum
H + C 1478 - 2014

Urban policy / Location / 

Architectural form

Kochergina, 2017
Urbanism / 
Architecture

Museum Quarters Vienna, 
Berlin, Amsterdam, 

Copenhagen, Budapest
H + C 1970 - 2017

Urban policy / Location / 

Architectural form

Economy

Newman and Smith, 
2000

Economy / 
Urbanism

London H + C 1910 - 2000
Urban policy / 

Location

Swyngedouw, Moulaert 
and Rodriguez, 2002

Economy / 
Urbanism / 
Architecture

Athens, Berlin, Bilbao, Brussels, 
Copenhagen, Dublin, Naples, 

Vienna, Lisbon, London, Rotterdam
C 1979 - 2009

Urban policy / 

Location

Evans, 2003
Economy / 
Urbanism / 
Architecture

Barcelona / MACBA, Berlin / 
Imperial War Museum, Jewish 

Museum, Bilbao / Guggenheim, 
Paris / Louvre, Centre Pompidou

H + C 1851 - 2001
Urban policy / 

Architectural form

Plaza, 2006
Economy /

Architecture
Bilbao / Guggenheim C 1976 - 2004 Urban policy

Plaza and Haarich, 2009
Economy / 
Urbanism / 
Architecture

Bilbao / Guggenheim C 1980 - 2008
Urban policy / 

Location / 
Architectural form

Brida, Meleddu and Puli-
na, 2012

Economy / 
Architecture

Bolzano / Archaeological Ötzi Mu-
seum

H + C 2007 - 2010

Urban policy / 

Architectural form

Social space

Degen and García, 2012
Economy /
Urbanism / 
Architecture

Barcelona C 1979 - 2008 Urban policy

Sociology

Taborsky, 1982
Sociology / 
Museology

- -
15th century 

-1980
Social space

McTavish, 1998
Sociology / 

Architecture / 
Museology

Paris / The Louvre Museum H + C 1895 - 1998 Social space

Gospodini, 2001
Sociology / 
Architecture

Bilbao / Guggenheim C 1950 - 2000

Urban policy / Location / 

Architectural form /

Social space

Gospodini, 2002
Sociology / 
Urbanism

European metropolitan/ larger/ 
smaller cities 

- 1980 - 2021
Urban policy / 

Social space

Mitrache, 2012
Sociology / 
Architecture

Bilbao / Guggenheim C 1980 - 2000
Location / 

Social space

Gibson, 2013
Sociology / 
Museology

- - 1990 - 2011
Architectural form / 

Social space

Heidenreich, 2013
Sociology / 
Urbanism

Essen / Museum Folkwang C 1875 - 2012
Urban policy / 

Social space

Ruggiero, Lombardi and 
Russo, 2021

Sociology / 
Museology

Paris / The Louvre Museum, Trento 
/ The MUSE, Antwerp / Museum 

aan de Stroom 
C 2019 Social space

Museology

Harrison, 1993
Museology / 

Sociology
Great Britain C

19th century - 
1992

Urban policy / 

Social space

Abt, 2006
Museology / 
Architecture

From antiquity to the 20th century, 
European cities

-
Antiquity – 

20th century
Urban policy / 

Architectural form

Hillier and Tzortzi, 2006
Museology / 
Architecture

London / Tate Museum
Verona / Castelvecchio

H + C 1984 - 2006
Architectural form / 

Social space

Macdonald, 2007
Museology / 
Architecture

- - 1960 - 2006
Architectural form / 

Social space

McCall and Gray, 2014 Museology Great Britain C 1971 - 2013
Urban policy / 

Social space

MacLeod, Dodd and Dun-
can, 2015

Museology / 
Architecture

Manchester / 
Imperial War Museum North

C 1965 - 2014 Architectural form

Tzortzi, 2016
Museology / 
Architecture

Antwerp / Museum aan de Stroom, 
Athens / Acropolis Museum, 

Berlin / Jewish Museum, Rome / 
Museum of Palazzo Valentini

H + C 1999-2014
Architectural form / 

Social space

Tzortzi, 2017
Museology / 
Architecture

Aarhus / Moesgaard Museum C 1966 - 2017
Architectural form / 

Social space

In the 1970s the museum became a key driver of urban transformation. 

The complex relationship between museums and the urban fabric has so far been primarily studied through economic, sociological and 

museological dimensions, while research on the urban-architectural impact of museums on urban transformation is lacking. 

The idea of the museum as a tool for urban regeneration was introduced in the mid-1970s with the completion of Centre Pompidou in Paris. 

This is one of the first examples of a museum as a metropolitan focal point, which was planned with the premise of urban renewal of the 4th 

district, the Beaubourg area. Soon enough it yielded a big success and became an example of a prosperous project for urban regeneration. 

This research aims to (i) identify museums that significantly influenced the transformation of the city, (ii) to identify and define urban-

architectural elements for the analysis of the relationship between the museum and the city, (iii) to determine the criteria for the creation 

of urban-architectural models of the museum's influence on the transformation of the city and (iv) to test those models on the selected 

museums' sample.

At the moment the first two aims of the study were carried out. 

The first part of the research is presented in the form of a catalogue overviewing examples of museums from antiquity to 2020, based 

on an extensive review of literature and other sources, which identified European museums from all historical periods. Seventy museums 

are selected for the catalogue based on defined criteria. The second step of the study defines 14 elements of interaction between the 

museum and the city that were selected from the literature review after consideration and conceptual alignment and classifies them into 

four comprehensive groups: urban policy, location, architectural form and social space. Subsequently, the connection between the defined 

interactions and the spatial scale (state/city – city district – building – interior) is formed, creating a tool that makes it possible to select 

different combinations of interaction elements and scale depending on the area of research interests. The identified tool will be further 

developed by adding new elements emerging from ongoing study that will continue testing the proposed models on the museums selected 

in the catalogue.

PhD. Candidate: Korina Barišić

Workshop tutor: prof. dr. sc. Bojana Bojanić Obad Ščitaroci

Mentor: doc. dr. sc. Alen Žunić

The references were collected by searching for a combination of keywords - city, museum, public space, urban identity and urban transformation 

– in the research databases. A total of 70 papers that analyse museums in European cities over time were selected. After reviewing, 31 

publications published from 1993 to 2021 were selected that explore the relationship between the museum and the city using at least one of 

the four different approaches: urbanism and architecture (8 studies), economy (7 studies), sociology (8 studies) and museology (8 studies) 

(Fig. 1). 

The selected research articles were systematized by the year of publication, the predominant field of interest (urbanism and architecture, 

economy, sociology and museology) and the period of interest. Museums which were built until the middle of 20th century were considered 

historical and those built from the middle of 20th century on were considered contemporary. 

The selected studies considered the museum-city relationship through one or a combination of areas. For example, some studies observed 

how the relationship between the museum and the city affected the financial aspect of the city/state and the museum itself, while other 

studies observed this relationship from a sociological viewpoint, studying how the museum affects the prosperity of citizens living in its 

surroundings. It can be seen that the studies that analysed both historical and contemporary museums were more concerned with urbanism 

and architecture, while the studies that analysed contemporary museums were more interested in topics from the fields of sociology and 

museology. The field of economy was of equal interest to both types of studies (Table I).
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Fig. 1 Flowchart of selection and grouping of analysed studies. 

H – Historical museums, built until the middle of 20th century 

C – Contemporary museums, built from the middle of 20th century to the present 

Fig. 2 Centre Pompidou, Paris, France

The elements of interaction between the city and the museum were separately analysed in each paper and 14 elements of interaction were 

profiled, defined and systematized into four comprehensive groups denoting different types of interaction between the museum and the city: 

urban policy (1), location (2), architectural form (3) and social space (4) (Table II). 

In further analysis, 14 defined elements, differentiated into 4 interactions, were associated with each analysed study (Table I, column 

Interaction). The majority of studies observe the museum and the city through more than one interaction, confirming the complexity of the 

museum-city interaction. The museum-city interaction that appears most often is urban policy (21), followed by architectural form (18), social 

space (16) and location (11). 

Subsequently, the connection between the four groups of the museum/city interaction and scale (state/ city, city district, building, interior) 

was formed (Table III). 

It is easily read from Table III which elements should be analysed depending on the scale and the area of research interests at a given time. 

The table can be read both horizontally and vertically.

3
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DEFINITION AND SYSTEMATISATION OF ELEMENTS OF INTERACTION

INTERACTION AND SCALE 

The role of the museum goes far beyond its primary task of displaying selected exhibits in an appropriate manner. Through repositioning 

themselves as a new tool for urban development, museums are changing their architecture and function as well.

Systematic studies on the potential regenerative impact of museum buildings on the city are scarce, especially concerning their role within 

urban development, apart from rare exceptions, such as the Guggenheim Bilbao. The field of interest of selected studies ranges from urbanism 

and architecture to economy, sociology and museology, reflecting the complexity and different layers of the museum-city relationship.

A special challenge in this study was the definition of individual elements, and the delineation of their conceptual contents, which enables 

the use of this classification in future studies on the topic. 

In this context, the present state of the study serves as a starting point for further research that could implement the proposed methodology 

for putting forward the best practices for future urban cultural planning. The existing framework needs to be continuously upgraded in the 

future with the addition of new elements as new concepts are developed following the transformations of museums and cities based on 

political and cultural community needs.

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND SOURCES

1.	 Abt, J. (2006) ‘The Origins of the Public Museum’, in MacDonald, S. (ed.), A Companion to Museum Studies. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 115-134.
2.	 Brida, J. G., Meleddu, M. and Pulina, M. (2012) ‘Understanding Urban Tourism Attractiveness: The Case of the Archaeological Otzi Museum in Bolzano’, 
	 Journal of Travel Research, 51(6), pp. 730–741, https://doi.org/10.1177/0047287512437858
3.	 Degen, M. and García, M. (2012) ‘The Transformation of the “Barcelona Model”: An Analysis of Culture, Urban Regeneration and Governance’, 
	 International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 36(5), pp. 1022–1038, https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2427.2012.01152.x
4.	 De Frantz, M. (2005) ‘From Cultural Regeneration to Discursive Governance: Constructing the Flagship of the Museumsquartier Vienna as a Plural Symbol 
	 of Change’, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 29(1), pp. 50–66, https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2427.2005.00569.x
5.	 Evans, G. (2003) ‘Hard-branding the cultural city – from Prado to Prada’, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research,   27(2), pp.417-440, 
	 https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2427.00455
6.	 Griffiths, R. (1993) ‘The Politics of Cultural Policy in Urban Regeneration Strategie’, Policy & Politics, 21(1), p. 39–46, https://doi.org/10.1332/030557393782453952
7.	 Gibson, L. (2013) ‘Piazzas or stadiums: toward an alternative account of museums in cultural and urban development’, Museum worlds, 1, pp. 101-113, 
	 https://doi.org/10.3167/armw.2013.010107
8.	 Giebelhausen, M. (2006) ‘Museum Architecture: A Brief History’, in MacDonald, S. (ed.), A Companion to Museum Studies, Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 223-244.
9.	 Gospodini, A. (2001) ‘Urban Design, Urban Space Morphology, Urban Tourism: An Emerging New Paradigm Concerning Their Relationship’, 
	 European Planning Studies, 9(7), pp. 925–934, https://doi.org/10.1080/09654310120079841
10.	 Gospodini, A. (2002) ‘European Cities in Competition and the New ‘Uses’ of Urban Design’, Journal of Urban Design, 7(1), pp. 59–73, 
	 https://doi.org/10.1080/13574800220129231
11.	 Harrison, J. (1993) ‘Ideas of museums in the 1990s’, Museum Management and Curatorship, 13(2), pp. 160–176, 
	 https://doi.org/10.1016/0964-7775(94)90074-4
12.	 Heidenreich, M. (2013) ’The New Museum Folkwang in Essen. A Contribution to the Cultural and Economic Regeneration of the Ruhr Area?’, 
	 European Planning Studies, 23(8), pp. 1529–1547, https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2013.817545
13.	 Hillier, B. and Tzortzi, K. (2006) ‘Space Syntax: The Language of Museum Space’ in Macdonald S. (ed.), A Companion to Museum Studies. London, 
	 Blackwell Publishing 
14.	 Kochergina, E. (2017) ‘Urban Planning Aspects of Museum Quarters as an Architectural Medium for Creative Cities’, IOP Publishing,  IOP Conf. Series: 
	 Materials Science and Engineering 245 (2017) 052031 [online]. Available at: 
	 https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1757-899X/245/5/052031/pdf [Accessed: 31 October 2021].
15.	 Macdonald, S. (2007) ‘Interconnecting: museum visiting and exhibition design’, CoDesign, 3(sup1), pp. 149–162, https://doi.org/10.1080/15710880701311502
16.	 MacLeod, S., Dodd, J. and Duncan, T. (2015) ‘New museum design cultures: harnessing the potential of design and ‘design thinking’ in museums’, 
	 Museum Management and Curatorship, 30(4), pp. 314–341, https://doi.org/10.1080/09647775.2015.1042513
17.	 McCall, V. and Gray, C. (2014) ‘Museums and the ‘new museology’: theory, practice and organisational change’, Museum Management and Curatorship, 29(1), 
	 pp. 19–35, https://doi.org/10.1080/09647775.2013.869852
18.	 McTavish, L. (1998) ‘Shopping in the museum? Consumer spaces and the redefinition of the Louvre’, Cultural studies, 12(2), pp. 168–192, 
	 https://doi.org/10.1080/095023898335528
19.	 Mitrache, G. (2012) ‘Architecture, Art, Public Space’, Procedia - Social and Behavioural Sciences, 51, pp. 562–566, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.08.206
20.	 Newman, P. and Smith, I. (2000) ‘Cultural production, place and politics on the South Bank of the Thames’, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 
	 24(1), 9–24, https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2427.00233
21.	 Ozorhon, I. F. and Ozorhon, G. (2015) ‘Investigation of the relationship between museums and cities in the context of image: cases from Istanbul’, 
	 Journal of architecture and urbanism, 39(3), pp. 208–217, https://doi.org/10.3846/20297955.2015.1088418
22.	 Paül I Agustí, D. (2014) ‘Differences in the location of urban museums and their impact on urban areas’, International Journal of Cultural Policy, 20(4), 
	 pp. 471–495, https://doi.org/10.1080/10286632.2013.850498
23.	 Plaza, B. (2006) ‘The Return on Investment of the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao’, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 30(2), pp. 452–467, 
	 https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2427.2006.00672.x
24.	 Plaza, B. and Haarich, S. (2009) ‘Museums for Urban Regeneration? Exploring Conditions for Their Effectiveness’, Journal of Urban Regeneration & Renewal, 
	 2 (3), pp. 259–271.
25.	 Ruggiero, P., Lombardi, R. and Russo, S. (2021) ‘Museum anchors and social media: possible nexus and future development’, Current Issues in Tourism, pp. 1–18, 
	 https://doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2021.1932768
26.	 Swyngedouw, E., Moulaert, F. and Rodriguez, A. (2002) ‘Neoliberal Urbanization in Europe: Large-Scale Urban Development Projects and the New Urban Policy’, 
	 Antipode, 34(3), pp. 542–577, https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8330.00254
27.	 Taborsky, E. (1982) ‘The sociostructural role of the museum’,International Journal of Museum Management and Curatorship, 1:4, pp. 339-345, 
	 https://doi.org/10.1080/09647778209514848
28.	 Tali, M. and Pierantoni, L. (2011) ‘New art museums in Central and Eastern Europe and the ideologies of urban space production’, Cultural Trends, 20(2), 
	 pp. 167–182, https://doi.org/10.1080/09548963.2011.563910
29.	 Tzortzi, K. (2016) ‘Displaying cities: museum space as a presentational device’ ,Interiors, 7 (1), pp. 91-109, https://doi.org/10.1080/20419112.2016.1169748
30.	 Tzortzi, K. (2017) ‘Museum architectures for embodied experience’, Museum Management and Curatorship, 32(5), 491-508, 
	 https://doi.org/10.1080/09647775.2017.1367258
31.	 Van Aalst, I. and Boogaarts, I. (2002) ‘From Museum to Mass Entertainment: The Evolution of the Role of Museums in Cities’, European Urban and Regional 
	 Studies, 9(3), pp. 195–209, https://doi.org/10.1177/096977640200900301

SOURCE OF ILLUSTRATIONS AND TABLES: AUTHOR

5 CONCLUSION

Fig. 3 Centre Pompidou, Paris, France


